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Shofar boosters are our faithful Members and Friends who support our Temple’s Shofar Newsletter, and, who donate $25 
a year (or more) to help offset the increases in the monthly printing and mailing costs. You too can join our Subscriber List 
including our Members & Friends, and we will print your names in each issue of the Shofar. Also, everyone is urged to help 
support our Shofar Publication by sending in a donation of $25.00 (or More) thus, you can become a Shofar Booster. 
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joke about summarizing Jewish history as "They tried to 
kill us.  We survived.  Let's eat."  But we know that we 
are making a joke.  Jewish history -- and contemporary 
Jewish life -- are much more enriching and substantive 
than that. 

Actually, the festival of Pesach (Passover) is much more 
emblematic of Judaism than the Shoah is.  Pesach cele-
brates our freedom from oppression (and yes, we do eat) 
and our obligation to fulfill God's will on Earth.  We are 
free so that we can worship God without external re-
straints.  We are free so that we can commit to Torah as 
God's foundation guide to a life of goodness and meaning.  
We are free so that we can speak out on behalf of others 
who are not free. 

This month, we have the opportunity to celebrate the sa-
credness of freedom and also of memory.  It is a momen-
tous juxtaposition of significant events.  I look forward to 
sharing them with you. 

L'shalom, 

Rabbi Howard Laibson 

Dear Friends, 

During the terrors of the 1940s, 
I lost members of my family 
whom I never met to the Nazi 
death machine.  My wife's par-
ents and grandparents were all 
refugees from Europe; many of 
their aunts, uncles and cousins 
were murdered.  I know that 

the same can be said of many of you who comprise the Shir 
Chadash membership.  Later this month (on April 15th) our 
community will gather together to commemorate the Shoah 
(Holocaust) through music, prayer and stirring presentations.  I 
hope you all will attend. 

I am happy to say, however, that while our synagogue recog-
nizes that Holocaust remembrance is our sacred obligation, it 
is not our raison d'etre, our reason for being.  For us, Judaism 
represents a celebration of life's holy potential rather than 
merely a mournful recollection of pain and death.  We may 

takes energy of body and mind. It is usually a welcome 
challenge -- an opportunity to do "spring cleaning". Making 
the time to do a complete job, is always  difficult, but as a 
priority, it happens.  

My children would add at this point, that eating matzah for a 
week, is also a challenge. They are not big matzah fans, but 
follow the dietary laws, as it is what we do, and they find 
meaning in the mitzvah of Passover. Actually, both of them 
have become creative in their Passover food approach, try-
ing to develop recipes that use matzah in appetizing ways, 
with matzah pizza as their favorite.  

The rest of the "cleaning" is internal. Passover comes mid-
year and is 6 months after (or before) the High Holidays. 
This is our opportunity to do a personal assessment, to re-
prioritize how we treat ourselves and others and to realisti-
cally see our own strengths and weaknesses. Hopefully, 
Passover gives us the chance to remember what is really im-
portant: God, family, friends, synagogue, integrity, honesty, 
and service, and to let go of that which is only detail and not 
essential to our true value: status, accumulation of things, 
and where we play. It is important that each of us sets time 
aside to become the best we can be and let's hope our own 
"wanderings in our personal deserts" bring us home to our 
best selves. 

Shalom, Ellen 

Passover is upon us and always poses 
the best as well as the most challeng-
ing tasks of the Spring. The best is 
sharing with family and friends, the 
traditions of a people of many genera-
tions, and the fabulous food ( though 
my children do not always agree with 
my opinion on this ). I love spending 
hours in the kitchen with my mother 

and sister, preparing the dishes we have perfected over the 
past 30 years. Before this time, my grandmother would cook 
and direct the kitchen, and that holds many of my childhood 
memories. In fact, at Passover, Oma would get me my new 
spring dress, on a shopping trip, wearing white gloves to 
downtown San Francisco. This was always a wonderful day 
together! The seder was shared by grandparents, aunts and 
uncles, and all of my cousins. This is what I believed to be the 
truth of the holiday: family through thick and thin, always 
coming together, in the tradition of what our ancestors had 
shared. It doesn't get much better than this, except for the ad-
ditional blessing of adding friends and strangers to our holiday 
table.  

Cleaning of the home is a challenge. Passover asks us to clear 
out all of the "chametz" and this is no small task. To clean all 
of the corners, above and below, all of the dishes and furni-
ture, and to make our food special and different for the week, 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Dear Congregants & Friends, 

Passover is a mere two weeks away, 
and, the Festival of Freedom, as it is 
sometimes referred to, reminds all of 
us that we have numerous places in the 
world that are still fighting for free-
dom, and, even against slavery. There-
fore, we revere the retelling of the 
“Exodus”.  

At this time, your Synagogue Nominating Committee has 
been diligently working on a new Slate of Officers, Board of 
Directors, as well as Trustees for the next two years- July l, 
2007 to June 30, 2009. Their Slate will be presented at the 
April 19th B.O.D. Meeting for Board approval. However, 
nominations from the General Membership who are in good 
standing can make nominations and they shall be accepted at 
the May 17th B.O.D. Meeting only. Thereafter, any other 
nominations from the Membership shall be in writing, signed 
by 15 members in good standing, (a member in good standing 
is one whose dues are paid up to date) and presented to the 
President, prior to Sunday, May 20th at the Annual General 
Membership Meeting at 10:30 A.M. in the Social Hall. Be 
sure to mark this date on your calendars for this most impor-
tant Congregational Meeting. 

Many of our goals for the synagogue have come to fruition, 

and, we have provided innovative Progressive and Tra-
ditional religious services for our congregation and the 
community. Also, special social events, educational lec-
ture series, and Jewish holiday seminars have brought a 
new togetherness, as well as newly gained insights to 
the study of Torah for the entire congregation. 

We have retained and maintained our synagogue build-
ings with extremely hard work and we also  have re-
viewed our management practices with cost effective 
procedures. At this time, I call your attention to our 
Synagogue Annual Spring Cleanup Day to be held on 
Sunday, April 29th at 10:00 A.M. So hop TUIT  and get 
out your old jeans, and tee shirts, plus your tennis shoes. 
Now, phone Chairperson Jean Fromm at (562) 429-4596 
and volunteer to help. And now hear this� a delightful 
lunch for all our hard working volunteers will be served. 

During the Passover holidays, we especially wish to rec-
ognize all our men & women in the Armed Forces at 
home and abroad with our sincere gratitude for their 
courageous service to our country. And, to all those 
American & Israeli military & civilian personnel   who 
have lost their lives fighting for freedom.  

My family and I send best wishes to everyone for a joy-
ous Kosher Pesach.  

Shalom, Stanley S. Yellin, President 

 

A unique worship experience at Congregation Shir Cha-
dash. This prayer experience is filled with contemporary 
and traditional melodies (accompanied by guitar) and 
many opportunities to privately, and silently, contemplate 
the meanings of the prayers. We welcome Shabbat in a 
calming, restorative manner. Kiddush and Motzi will fol-
low the service.  Don’t miss this one.  
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CHEVRE  TORAH  

 

Every Shabbat morning, at 9:00 
A.M., Rabbi Laibson  facilitates a 
very participatory discussion re-
lated to one or more aspects of the 
weekly Torah portion.  Be sure to 
join him. Shacharit Service to fol-
low.  

SHABBAT MORNINGS  
9:00 - 10 AM 
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Every Thursday morning, from 
10:30 a.m. –  Noon ,  we gather in 
the Finkelstein Social Hall for a 
little nosh  and a bit of study.   Our 
text is Rabbi Joseph Telushkin’s 
book,  A Code Of Jewish Ethics.  

This is a wonderful opportunity to broaden one’s 
Jewish horizons, nibble on sweets, and have a 
grand time schmoozing  and learning with 
friends. 

Nosh & Nilmad means “eat a little and let’s 
learn.”  The fun has begun and we hope to see 
more of you join us.  (Participants are more than 
welcome to come to the synagogue at 8:30 
a.m. Thursday mornings to attend our 
Morning Minyan, too.)  
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Israel Update   

A practical guide to becoming great in 49 days ! 

With the mitzvah of counting the 49 days, known as Se-
firat Ha'Omer, the Torah invites us on a journey into the 
human psyche, into the soul. There are seven basic emo-
tions that make up the spectrum of human experience. At 
the root of all forms of enslavement is a distortion of 
these emotions. Each of the seven weeks between Pass-
over and Shavuot is dedicated to examining and refining 
one of them.  

The seven emotional attributes are: 

1. Chesed - Loving-kindness  

2. Gevurah -- Justice and discipline  

3. Tiferet - Harmony, compassion  

4. Netzach - Endurance  

5. Hod - Humility  

6. Yesod - Bonding  

7. Malchut - Sovereignty, leadership 

The seven weeks, which represent these emotional attributes, 
further divide into seven days making up the 49 days of the 
counting. Since a fully functional emotion is multidimen-
sional, it includes within itself a blend of all seven attributes. 
Thus, the counting of the first week, which begins on the sec-
ond night of Pesach, as well as consisting of the actual count-
ing ("Today is day one of the Omer...")  consists of  structure 
and meditation. 

Upon conclusion of the 49 days we arrive at the 50th day -- 
Mattan Torah. After we have achieved all we can accomplish 
through our own initiative, traversing and refining every 
emotional corner of our psyche, we then receive a gift 
('mattan' in Hebrew) from above. We receive that which we 
could not achieve with our own limited faculties. We receive 
the gift of true freedom -- the ability to transcend our human 
limitations and touch the divine. (www.aish.com) 
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Holocaust Remembrance Day  
by Jennifer Rosenberg 

It has been over 60 years since the Holocaust. To survi-
vors, the Holocaust remains real and ever-present, but for 
some others, sixty years makes the Holocaust seem part 
of ancient history. Year-round we try to teach and inform 
others about the horrors of the Holocaust. We confront the 
questions of what happened? How did it happen? How 
could it happen? Could it happen again? We attempt to 
fight against ignorance with education and against disbe-
lief with proof.  

But there is one day in the year when we make a special 
effort to remember (Zachor). Upon this one day, we re-
member those who suffered, those who fought, and those 
who died. Six million Jews were murdered. Many families 
were completely decimated.  

Why this day? 

Jewish history is long and filled with many stories of slav-
ery and freedom, sorrow and joy, persecution and redemp-
tion.  

For Jews, their history, their family, and their relationship 
with God have shaped their religion and their identity. The 
Hebrew calendar is filled with varied holidays that incorpo-
rate and reiterate the history and tradition of the Jewish 
people.  

After the horrors of the Holocaust, Jews wanted a day to 
memorialize this tragedy. But what day? The Holocaust 
spanned years with suffering and death spread throughout 
these years of terror. No one day stood out as representa-
tive of this destruction.  

So various days were suggested.  

· The tenth of Tevet was proffered. This day is Asarah 
B'Tevet and marks the beginning of the siege of Je-
rusalem. But this day holds no direct relation or tie 
to the Holocaust.  

· The Zionists in Israel, many of whom had fought in the 
ghettos or as partisans, wanted to commemorate 
the beginning of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising - April 
19, 1943. But this date on the Hebrew calendar is 
the 15th of Nissan - the beginning of Passover, a 
very important and happy holiday. Orthodox Jews 
objected to this date.  

For two years, the date was debated. Finally, in 1950, com-
promises and bargaining began. The 27th of Nissan was 
chosen, which falls beyond Passover but within the time 
span of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. Orthodox Jews still did 
not like this date because it was a day of mourning within 
the traditionally happy month of Nissan. As a final effort to 
compromise, it was decided that if the 27th of Nissan would 
affect Shabbat (fall on Friday or Saturday), then it would be 
moved to the following Sunday.  

On April 12, 1951, the Knesset (Israel's parliament) pro-
claimed Yom Hashoah U'Mered HaGetaot (Holocaust and 
Ghetto Revolt Remembrance Day) to be the 27th of Nissan. 
The name later became known as Yom Hashoah Ve Hage-
vurah (Devastation and Heroism Day) and even later simpli-
fied to Yom Hashoah.   

The AJCC in Long Beach will host a community-wide, all 
synagogue commemorative service at 2 PM.  on  Sunday, 
April 15, 2007. 

How is it observed?  

Since Yom Hashoah is a relatively new holiday, there are 
no set rules or rituals. What kind of ritual could represent 
the Holocaust?  

There are various beliefs about what is and is not appropri-
ate on this day - and many of them are conflicting. In gen-
eral, Yom Hashoah has been observed with candlelighting, 
speakers, poems, prayers, and singing. Often, six candles 
are lighted to represent the six million. Holocaust survivors 
speak about their experiences or share in the readings. 
Some ceremonies have people read from the Book of 
Names for certain lengths of time in an effort to remember 
those that died and to give an understanding of the huge 
number of victims. Sometimes these ceremonies are held 
in a cemetery or near a Holocaust memorial.  

In Israel, the Knesset made Yom Hashoah a national public 
holiday in 1959 and in 1961 a law was passed that closed 
all public entertainment on Yom Hashoah. At ten in the morn-
ing, a siren is sounded where everyone stops what they are 
doing, pull over in their cars, and stand in remembrance.  

In whatever form you observe Yom Hashoah, the memory of 
the Jewish victims will live on. 

Photograph from the National Archives, courtesy of USHMM 
Photo Archives. 

Former prisoners of the "little camp" in Buchenwald stare out 
from the wooden bunks in which they slept three to a "bed." 
Elie Wiesel is pictured in the second row of bunks, seventh from 
the left, next to the vertical beam. (April 16, 1945) 
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Yom  
Hazikaron 
"""#;���#
�  

Every country has 
its day of remem-
brance, and Is-
rael - whose crea-
tion and survival 
as a state have 
been marked by 
so many losses - 
decided to desig-
nate the day pre-
ceding Yom 
Ha'atzma'ut, Inde-
pendence Day, as 
its day of com-
memoration for 
the fallen. On this 
day, we recall and 

mark the pain of our recent and not so recent losses in pub-
lic and in private. 

The term "Yom Hazikaron" originates in another name for 
Rosh Hashana, the Day of Remembrance marked by repen-
tance and prayer and signals the beginning of the 10 Days 
of Awe. Each individual reviews his or her own deeds, hop-
ing also to be inscribed for a good year in the year to come. 

The Jewish people is a people of collective memory: 
"Remember the Act of Creation", "Remember the Exodus 
from Egypt". In each generation, we retain the memories 
and the link to those alive who carry them. Today, we are 

coming to the end of one era, when the generation 
who survived the Shoah [Holocaust] and saw the 
establishment of the Jewish state is disappearing. 
With them, will go the personal memory and these 
crucial events will become part of the collective 
memory, whose meaning will continue to be inter-
preted in the context of the continuity of Jewish life 
and community. 

In Jewish thought, each life is a world of its own 
and considered to be of inestimable value: in mod-
ern Israel, the untimely death of one loved person 
is a tragedy which marks the entire community. 
Indeed, there is hardly a family or friendship un-
marked by loss as the population is so small that 
the seemingly modest numbers for each war as-
sume tremendous proportions. As much as an in-
dividual act, this is also a collective act, rather than 
a formal gathering. 

The ceremonies are simple beginning on the eve 
of Yom Hazikaron and are not forgotten as we 
conclude the day the following night and merge 
into the festivities of Yom Ha'atzma'ut.  

Originally and essentially designated to com-
memorate the loss of those men and women who 
fought and were killed in the IDF, Israel's armed 
forces, the day has now also been accepted as the 
appropriate moment to bring together families and 
friends and offer official recognition of all those 
who lost their lives under any form of attack, in-
cluding acts of terror. 

As we are thankful for our 50 years of independ-
ence, we carry with us the memory of those who 
helped make it possible and those who fell in their 
innocence because this was their dream.  
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Merkava tank decorated with flags, in an open  
military exhibition for Independence Day 

Yom Ha'atzmaut !�Israeli Independence 
Day, commemorates the declaration of independence of 
Israel in 1948. 

It falls on the 5th of the Jewish lunar month Iyar, cele-
brating the declaration of the state of Israel by David 
Ben-Gurion in Tel Aviv on May 14, 1948, and the end of 
the British Mandate in Israel. 

It is always preceded by Yom Hazikaron, the Israel fallen 
soldiers Remembrance Day on the 4th of Iyar. 

An official ceremony is held every year on Mount Herzl 
on the eve of Yom Ha'atzmaut. The ceremony includes a 
speech by the speaker of the Knesset (the Israeli Parlia-
ment), a dramatic presentation, a ritual march of soldiers 
carrying the Flag of Israel, forming elaborate structures 
(such as a Menorah, Magen David and a number which 
represents the age of Israel) and the lighting of twelve 

beacons (each for every one of the Tribes of Is-
rael). Every year a dozen Israeli citizens, who 
made a significant contribution in a selected area, 
are invited to light the beacons. 

The Israel Prize is the most prestigious award 
handed out by the State of Israel. It is presented 
annually, on Israeli Independence Day, in a state 
ceremony in Jerusalem, in the presence of the 
President, the Prime Minister, the Knesset 
(Israel's legislature) chairperson, and the Su-
preme Court president. The prize was set up in 
1953 at the initiative of the Minister of Education 
Ben-Tzur Dinor, who himself went on to win the 
prize in 1958 and 1973. 

The prize is awarded in the following four areas, 
with the precise subfields changing from year to 
year in a cycle of 4 to 7 years, except for the last 
area, which is awarded annually: 

    * the humanities, social sciences, and Jewish 
studies 

    * the natural and exact sciences 

    * culture, arts, communication and sports 

    * lifetime achievement and contribution to state 
society (since 1972) 

The recipients of the prize are Israeli citizens or 
organizations who have displayed excellence in 
their field(s), or have contributed strongly to Is-
raeli culture. The winners are selected by commit-
tees of judges, who pass on their recommenda-
tions to the Education Minister. 

Prize winners are elected by ad-hoc committees, 
appointed by the minister of education for each 
category each year. Decisions of the committee 
must be unanimous.   

The Israeli government has changed the dates of this year’s observances of Yom HaShoah, Yom HaZikaron, and 
Yom Ha’azmaut. The change was made in order to keep Yom HaShoah and Yom HaZikaron from beginning on 
Saturday night, just as Shabbat ends, and of course Yom Ha’azmaut is the day after Yom Hazikaron, so a change 
to one is a change to the other.  

This year, Yom HaShoah will be Monday, April 16, Yom HaZikaron will be on Monday, April 23, and Yom Ha’atz-
maut will be Tuesday, April 24. 
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Songleader/songwriter, Julie Silver, is one of contemporary  
Jewish music's most popular performers.   

 
We are proud to welcome Julie to our Erev Shabbat Service in honor of Rabbi 
Laibson’s installation to Shir Chadash on Friday, April 20th, when she will join 

him in leading our congregation in song and prayer.  
 

Among many of her most noted songs is  
 “Shir Chadash” from her CD “W alk With Me” 

"Few performers engage audiences as quickly or with as much warmth and soul as Julie Silver. 
Her strong guitar playing, her ability to read her audiences, and her impeccable comic timing make 
her concerts enormously successful." 
- Tower Records 

The teachings of your Rabbi are derived from eternal, undiluted and unpolluted font of 
Israel. Give your support, and let him lead you le-hagdil Torah ule-haadirah --to raise 

the banner of Torah and to give it power. 
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Join us for a day of fun and work, bring brooms, rakes, 
gloves and a willing spirit. Stick around for Lunch!! 

Please give us your clean-up wish list. To volunteer and  
for more info call Jean Fromm at 562-429-4596 

Lag B’Omer, 
the 33rd day 
of the Omer 
Count -- this 
year, May 6, 
2007 -- is a 
festive day 
on the Jewish 

calendar, celebrated with outings (on which the children 
traditionally play with bow and arrows), bonfires, and other 
joyous events. Many visit the resting place (in Meiron in 
Northern Israel) of the great sage and mystic Rabbi Shimon 
bar Yochai, whose yahrzeit (anniversary of his passing) the 
day marks.  

In one day, an estimated 250,000 Jews visit Meiron -- 
dancing, praying, and celebrating the wonderful spiritual 
gifts that Rabbi Shimon bequeathed to us. Some people 
camp out for weeks beforehand in anticipation. 

On Lag B'Omer, the entire town is filled with torches and 
bonfires -- in the streets and on the rooftops. Planes flying 
overhead are perplexed, and satellite maps of Israel take on 

a different glow.  

Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, who lived in the 2nd century of the 
Common Era, was the first to publicly teach the mystical di-
mension of the Torah known as the "Kabbalah," and is tradi-
tionally believed to be the author of the basic work of Kab-
balah, the Zohar. On the day of his passing, Rabbi Shimon in-
structed his disciples to mark the date as "the day of my joy." 
The Chassidic masters explain that the final day of a righteous 
person's earthly life marks the point at which "all his deeds, 
teachings and work" achieve their culminating perfection and 
the zenith of their impact upon our lives. So each Lag B’Omer 
we celebrate Rabbi Shimon's life and the revelation of the eso-
teric soul of Torah. 

Lag B’Omer also commemorates another joyous event. The 
Talmud relates that in the weeks between Passover and Sha-
vuot a plague raged amongst the disciples of the great sage 
Rabbi Akiva "because they did not act respectfully towards 
each other"; these weeks are therefore observed as a period of 
mourning, with various joyous activities proscribed by law and 
custom. On Lag B’Omer the dying ceased. Thus Lag B’Omer 
also carries the theme of Ahavat Yisrael, the imperative to love 
and respect one's fellow. 

 ���!"#�	��
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Do you want to follow along during Shabbat services and not be confined to the English side of the Sid-
dur? 

Do you want to become more involved in Jewish prayer?    

Are you going to Israel and want to read signs in Hebrew?    

Do you feel a little lost at Shabbat services because you cannot read the words of the Shema or Adon 
Olam? 

Do you want to have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, but fear that your inability to read Hebrew will prevent you from 
celebrating this important celebration?        

    If your answer is YES to any of these questions, then HEBREW 101 is for you!! 

Hebrew is a phonetic language.  Once you learn the sounds, you will be taking your first step towards 
learning how to read Hebrew.  Learning to read will establish the groundwork for you to be able to start 
following the prayers in the services, and, of course, read a few of the Hebrew words on the signs in Is-
rael. 

HEBREW 101 at CSC University* is a 5-week course for adults only. The class is tentatively set for 10:30 
a.m. to noon on Sundays; May 13 through June 17 (excluding the Memorial Day holiday May 27th).  Each 
class includes written materials, 1½ hours of instruction and some homework.  Our teacher, (name to be 
announced shortly) is experienced in teaching Hebrew.    

Cost of the class is gurnisht.  Students are encouraged (on a strictly voluntary basis) to bring snacks or 
refreshments (kosher, of course, with a Heckshe).   Attendance in all classes is of the utmost importance.   

If you are interested, please call Carol at the office (562/429-0715) on or before May 1 and tell her you 
would like to sign up and take a big step in your Jewish education.  Please give her you name, phone 
number and e-mail address.   

This class is open to everyone, not just members of Congregation Shir Chadash, so please spread the 
word to your friends. 

 

SHALOM, 
 Dr. Art Oster, DBA, fellow congregant. 

 
*(Congregation Shir Chadash is moving up in academic status — although we are not 
accredited, we are universally accepted)�
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It is a great MITZVAH !!! 

At the end of a long, hard week at work, wind 
down; welcome the Shabbat Queen; chat 

with friends; sip some soothing tea; set the 
tone for a pleasant new week. 
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CONTACT US: 
American Friends of Magen David Adom-ARMDI 
888 Seventh Avenue, Suite 403 
New York, NY 10106 
info@afmda.org 
Telephone:  212.757.1627 
Toll-Free:     866.632.2763 
Fax:             212.757.4662 

HELP  MAKE  OUR  SYNAGOGUE  EVEN  MORE  FRIENDLY  
 

Most people find our congregation to be very warm and welcoming.  We would like to make it even more so!  And we need your 
help. 

We would like to ask you, our members, to volunteer once or twice a year to greet people as they enter the synagogue for ser-
vices Friday evenings and Saturday mornings.  What a wonderful way to fulfill the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim < welcoming 
visitors.  And it applies to people who are “regulars,” too. 

Being a “greeter” is a very enjoyable task.  You arrive about fifteen minutes prior to services, welcome people with a smile, a 
handshake (or hug, if you know the people well enough) and a warm “Shabbat Shalom.”  You might also be asked to offer them 
a flyer. If you would like to be a “greeter,” please call the synagogue and ask to be placed on our list.  If you know which dates 
you will be available, please let us know that, as well.  You will be contacted and arrangements will be worked out. 

We hope you will become a part of this new effort to help people feel “at home” at Congregation Shir Chadash. 

����

.��

Bonah Bachenheimer: In loving memory of beloved mother Pearl Bachenheimer 
 Mrs. Helen Becker: In loving memory of beloved husband Barry B. Becker 
 Dr. Dennis & Georgiana Dettmer: Mazel Tov! Georgiana and thank you for the special Kiddush 
 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fierstein: In loving memory of beloved father Paul Fierstein 
 Mrs. Goldie Fineman: In loving memory of beloved husband Sam Fineman 
 Dr. Jean Fromm & Dr. Colleen Carver: In loving memory of beloved father Clarence Carver 
 Mrs. Florence Gordon: In loving memory of beloved mother Anna Brown 
 Mr. & Mrs. Milton Moskowitz: In loving memory of beloved sister Ruth Plotkin 
 Dr. & Mrs. David Parker: In loving memory of beloved father Meyer Parker 
 Jane Penzell: In loving memory of beloved father Dr. Yale Penzell 
 Mr. Alan Stock: In loving memory of beloved grandmother Sarah Goldstock 
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April 2007  / Nissan / Iyyar 5767  
Congregation Shir Chadash - Candle Lighting Times for Lakewood, CA 90713  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat urday 

1 13th of Nisan, 5767 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bedikat (search 
for) Chametz after 

sunset  

2 14th of Nisan, 5767 
Ta'anit Bechorot 

 

Biur (Burn) 
Chametz before 

noon.  
 

Erev Pesach  
6:55p Candle lighting  

 

First family 
Seder, Enjoy!!!  

3 15th of Nisan, 
 5767 

 
Pesach Service  

10 am 
 

Pesach I  
Evening Svce.  

 6 pm  
Shir Chadash 
Community 

Seder 6:30 pm  

4 16th of Nisan, 5767 
Pesach II  
1st day of the Omer 
 

Pesach Service  
10 am 

5 17th of Nisan, 5767 
Pesach III (CH''M) 
2nd day of the Omer 

 
Minyan: 
8:30 AM 

 
Adult  Education 
Nosh & Nilmad 
10:30 AM-Noon 

6 18th of Nisan, 5767 
Pesach IV (CH''M) 
3rd day of the Omer 
6:58p Candle lighting 
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7 19th of Nisan, 5767 
Pesach V (CH''M) 
4th day of the Omer 
 
 

Chevre Torah 
9-10 AM 

 
Shacharit Service 

 10 AM 
 
7:59p Havdalah  

8 20th of Nisan, 5767 
Pesach VI (CH''M) 
5th day of the Omer 
7:00p Candle lighting 

9 21st of Nisan, 5767 
Pesach VII 
6th day of the Omer 
 

 
Pesach Service  

9 am 

10 22nd of Nisan, 
5767 
Pesach VIII 
7th day of the Omer 
 
Pesach Service  

10 am 
Yizkor  

 
 
7:57 PM Festival 
Ends   

11 23rd of Nisan, 5767 
8th day of the Omer 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jewish War 
Vets Post 593 

7:30 PM 

12 24th of Nisan,  
9th day of the Omer 
 

Minyan: 
8:30 AM 

 
Adult  Education 
Nosh & Nilmad 
10:30 AM-Noon 

13 25th of Nisan,  
10th day of the Omer 
7:04p Candle lighting 
 

 
Erev Shabbat 
Service 7:30 PM 

14 26th of Nisan,  
Parashat Shmini 
11th day of the Omer 
 

Chevre Torah 
9-10 AM 

 
Shacharit Service 

 10 AM 
 
8:04p Havdalah  

 15 27th of Nisan,  
12th day of the Omer 
 
 

Yom Hashoah 
Day of 

Remembrance 
2 PM at the 

AJCC in Long 
Beach 

 

 

16 28th of Nisan,  
13th day of the Omer 
 

Minyan: 
8:30 AM 

 

Sisterhood 
7:30 PM 

17 29th of Nisan,  
14th day of the Omer 

18 30th of Nisan, 5767 
Rosh Chodesh Iyyar 
15th day of the Omer 

19 1st of Iyyar, 5767 
Rosh Chodesh Iyyar 
16th day of the Omer 
 

Minyan: 
8:30 AM 

 
Adult  Education 
Nosh & Nilmad 
10:30 AM-Noon 

 
Religious Comm.  

6:30 PM 
Board Meets 

7:30 PM 

20 2nd of Iyyar, 5767 
17th day of the Omer 
7:09p Candle lighting 
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21 3rd of Iyyar, 5767 
Parashat Tazria-
Metzora 
18th day of the Omer 
 

Chevre Torah 
9-10 AM 

 
Shacharit Service 

 10 AM 
 
8:10p Havdalah  

22 4th of Iyyar, 5767 
19th day of the Omer 

23 5th of Iyyar, 5767 
20th day of the Omer 
 

 
Yom HaZikaron  

 
Minyan: 
8:30 AM 

 

 

24 6th of Iyyar, 5767  
21st day of the Omer 
 
 

Yom Ha’atzmaut 

25 7th of Iyyar, 5767 
22nd day of the Omer 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Jewish War 
Vets Post 593 
Visit Hospital 

7:30 PM 

26 8th of Iyyar, 5767 
23rd day of the Omer 
 

Minyan: 
8:30 AM 

 
Adult  Education 
Nosh & Nilmad 
10:30 AM-Noon 

 
 

27 9th of Iyyar, 5767 
24th day of the Omer 
7:14p Candle lighting 
 

 
Erev Shabbat 
Service 7:30 PM 

28 10th of Iyyar,  
Parashat Achrei Mot-
Kedoshim 
25th day of the Omer 
 

Chevre Torah 
9-10 AM 

 
Shacharit Service 

 10 AM 
 
8:15p Havdalah  

29 11th of Iyyar,  
26th day of the Omer 
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30 12th of Iyyar,   
27th day of the Omer 
 

Minyan: 
8:30 AM 
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Dear friends, 

Thank you for joining our Shir Chadash family at the Purim 
Festival. For a small, but mighty, congregation we certainly had 
great representation! Wherever one turned, we were there! 

Volunteers included Pat & Craig Spievak, Barry Levinson, Rita 
Moore, Jack & Roxanne Cohen, Mona & Brianne Doshay, Art 
Oster, Sara Pitman, Jeanne & Steve & Matt & Jennifer Renick, 
Linda Vizzini, Graham Rael-Brook, Bonnie Bachenheimer, 
Esther Falk, Zack & Mikhail Golden, Steve & Linda Waltzman, 
Ellen Goldsmith & Miriam Laibson & Rabbi Howard Laibson. 

Some volunteers helped at the event itself, while others helped 
with preparation and construction of the games during the past 
few weeks.  

We extend a special "Thank you" to Pat Spievak, the "Mother-
of-everything-it-takes-to-create-a-terrific-carnival,” and her 
wonderful husband, Craig Spievak. You are an amazing duo! 

We hope you had fun while giving of your time and energy. The 
children seemed to be delighted with the event and eager to try 

out the games. 

Babe Kurtz and Helen Becker were there with the  “Knit-
Wits” These ladies are now knitting scarves for the home-
less, tiny hats for the neo-natal nursery at St. Mary’s hospital 
and dog rugs for the animal shelter.  

Stan Yellin was busy helping the Los Cerritos Masonic 
Lodge #674 F&AM fingerprint children. Grand Lodges and 
local lodges of Masons all over the United States are provid-
ing time, personnel, and equipment to fingerprint (and some-
times dental print and/or videotape) children so that should 
the unthinkable happen, there are more means by which they 
might be found.  

Let's look forward to many more happy occasions when we 
can proudly participate in community events as representa-
tives of Congregation Shir Chadash.  

With friendship and appreciation, 

Ellen Goldsmith and Linda Waltzman 

Purim Festival Co-Chairs�
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Prayer for a Speedy Recovery     

For Men: May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless and heal 
_(Name)______. May the Holy Blessed One mercifully restore him to health and to vigor. May  
G-d grant him health of body and health of spirit and mind, along with all others who are  stricken. Let us say: Amen. 

For Women:  May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless and heal 
_(Name)_______.  May the Holy Blessed One mercifully restore her to health and to vigor. May G-d grant her health of body and 
health of spirit and mind, along with all others who are stricken. Let us say: Amen. 

May You Have a Quick & Full Recovery! 

Your friends and family at Congregation Shir Chadash pray for a speedy and complete recovery for:  
Toby Zotstein, Shirley Kane, Evelyn Lobel,  Martha Zins,  Esther Ross, Michelle Bourdaa,  Tzrirl Yehudis bat Miriam Ruth, Sandra 
Luntz,  Ariel Sharon , Sara Ohayon, Rachmiel ben Pessel,  Bernard Dow, Frank Kurtz, Sherry Kurtz, Hanni Tichauer,  David Kaye,  
Eric Roos Jr., Richard Solomon,  Gloria Rubin, Moshe ben Avraham, Yosef Simcha HaLevi ben Esther, Victoria Kain, Laura Wa-
bash, Jennifer Kroll, Miriam bat Golda, HaRav Chayim ben Gershon,  Rachel bat Rachel u-Valteir, William Platt, Eleanore Jaeger, 
Jack Rozales  Kayla bat Tova, Noah Lucas Bard, Harold Fishman, Jack Rozales, Phyllis Markoff, Molly Isenberg, Donna Jacobson, 
Harold Siegal, Rabbi Harvey Fields, Anne Papurt, & Ruth Davis. Please pray for the Israeli Soldiers and citizens who were hurt or 
captured during the attack on Israel and American soldiers fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
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Bess Levinson Benson, Sanford & Sharon Binder, Reuben Cohen, Edward & Estte Engel, Jerome Ginsburg, Mat Ten-
berg, Renee Madnick (z’’l), Max & Ethel Harmatz, Dianne Powell, Mildred Vizzini, Goldie Fineman, Harriet 
Sherman, Frances Lila Itkoff, & Barbara Strickland.  

������������	�
The Knit Wits are now knitting 
away for the homeless, tiny hats 
for the neo-natal nursery and dog 
rugs for the animal shelter.  If you 
would like to join their group  
please call Babe Kurtz at (562) 
867-0056 or (562) 455-6641.  

SCRIP 
 

Sisterhood would like to remind everyone that we have 
scrip. Grocery store cards are registered very easily, 
and scrip gift cards are available for purchase at the 
synagogue office or gift shop. We have cards for gaso-
line, grocery /retail stores, and restaurants. Call Phyllis 
Zimerman (562-795-1658) for more   
information. 
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We recall with affection those who no longer walk this earth, grateful to G-d for the gift of their 
lives, for their sweet companionship, and for the cherished memories which  endure. May G-d 
comfort all who mourn. 
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We Honor the memory of our dear departed loved ones by placing their names on the  
MEMORIAL TABLETS in the Main Sanctuary. The walls on both sides of our Sanctuary contain space  

for MEMORIAL PLAQUES, which are available for $400.00 per plaque.  
Memorial plaques may be reserved, to group the plaques of family members,  

in existing available space. You may contact the Office at any time to make these arrangements. 

Paul Albert 4/1 
June Coher 4/1 
William Stone 4/1 
Aidel Simon 4/2 
Rosemary Bellinger 4/3 
Lewis E. Slorp 4/3 
Morrie Weiser 4/4 
Anton Meier 4/5 
Pam Peale 4/6 
Bertha Zins-Halpern 4/6 
Fred Berss 4/7 
Bernice Herman 4/7 

Teresa Alevy 4/8 
Joseph Ballen 4/8 
Sol Wohlstattar 4/8 
Irving I Young, M.D. 4/9 
Florence Langer 4/10 
Nathan Shlachter 4/11 
Isidore Schlessinger 4/14 
Mary Fishman 4/15 
Erna Hausner 4/16 
Tad Bachenheimer 4/17 
Judge Howard S. Goldin 4/17 
Herbert Meyer 4/18 

Eva Weiser 4/18 
Meryon Bilow 4/19 
David Gold 4/19 
David Meyer 4/19 
Ervin Winkler 4/19 
Jordon Warner 4/20 
Anna Lieberman 4/21 
William Lieberman 4/21 
Bessye R. Spector 4/21 
Harry Loeb 4/23 
Anna Moskowitz 4/23 
Sarah Marsh 4/24 

Albert Mendlovitz 4/24 

Sara Solomon 4/24 

Joe Goldman 4/25 

Cantor Alex Chapin 4/26 

Harry Oster 4/26 

David Rosen 4/28 

Julia Fischer 4/29 

Sol Lance Kain 4/29 

Lillian Rapaport 4/29 

Kate Lieberman 4/30 
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 Miss Nadine Mehlbaum: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Mrs. Selma Meyer: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Maurice & Rita Moore: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Mr. & Mrs. Milton Moskowitz: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Dr. & Mrs. David Parker: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Bernie & Sherri Selmanson: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Mr. Mat Tenberg:  Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Linda Vizzini: In loving memory of beloved aunt Marie Campo 

 Mr. Jerry Wippman:  Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Stanley & Marilyn Yellin: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Betty Ballen: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Mrs. Helen Becker: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Mr. Gene Berman: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Dr. Richard Bondar: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Mark & Frida Budnyatsky: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Mrs. Goldie Fineman: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Mrs. Lillian Goldberg: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Ms. Lynn Goldberg: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Sara Kaplan: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

 Bernice Kurtz: Book of Remembrance, thank you 

Yizkor & Book of Remembrance �
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 Sam & Ettie Councilman: In memory of Zelda Nudelson 

 Mrs. Marion Furst: In appreciation for your help & trans-
portation 

 Mr. & Mrs. David Greenwald: In honor of Rabbi & Ellen 
Laibson and all those working to create a vibrant commu-
nity. 

 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kane: In memory of Rebecca Benudiz 
(Harriette Seltzer) 

 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kane: In memory of Steven Wanger 
(Harriette Seltzer) 

 Mr. & Mrs. Milton Moskowitz: In memory of Sam Tracht 

 Mr. & Mrs. Hector Silberman: Get well Ralph Finkelstein 

 Mr. & Mrs. Hector Silberman: In loving memory of 
Rasario's beloved father 

 Mr. & Mrs. Hector Silberman: Mazel Tov! Debbie Linton on 
engagement to Yehoram 

Memorial Plaques 

 Sam & Ettie Councilman: Memorial Plaque Reserved, 
thank you 

 Religious Books Donated 

 Dr. Jean Fromm: In loving memory of beloved parents 
Lloyd and Annette Fromm 

Shofar 

 Mrs. Bess Benson: In appreciation for condolences in 
memory of beloved son Marshall Levinson 

 Charles & Laurie Fitzsimmons: thank you 

 Miss Nadine Mehlbaum: Thank you 

Trees in Israel 

 Jack & Roxanne Cohen: In honor of engagement of 
daughter Sara to Scott Mason 

 Mrs. Molly G. Isenberg: In memory of Sid Weinstein 

 Barry & Shelly Levinson: In loving memory of beloved fa-
ther Harry Kaminsky 

 Barry & Shelly Levinson: In loving memory of beloved fa-
ther Marvin Levinson 

 Barry & Shelly Levinson: In loving memory of beloved 
mother Bertha Kaminsky 

 Barry & Shelly Levinson: In loving memory of beloved 
mother Rose Levinson 

 Mr. & Mrs. Milton Moskowitz: In honor of Daryl Kent Tindle 
reaching rank of Eagle Scout 

 Mr. & Mrs. Milton Moskowitz: In memory of Sam Tracht, 
beloved father & grandfather 

Seder Sponsors 

 Betty Ballen: Thank you 

 Judith Goldish: Thank you 
 Esther Ross: Thank you 

Shir Chadash Dinners 

 Mrs. Helen Becker: January Dinner, 
thank you 

 Jane Penzell: Dinner, thank you 

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 

 Harry & Piri Feinhandler: Donation, 
thank you 

High Holy Day Seat 

 Robert & Eileen Moulton: Thank you 

HH Don. Yom Kippur 

 Mr. Sidney Berman: Thank you 

 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Zotstein: Thank you 

Yahrzeit Donation 

 Mr. Norton Alevy: In loving memory of beloved father-in-law 
Louis Simon 

 Ms. Vivien Arluk: In loving memory of beloved father Ansel 
Jacobi 

 Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Binder: In loving memory of beloved father 
Saul Binder 

 Ms. Janie Bolnick: In loving memory of beloved great aunt 
Eva Weiner 

 Mrs. Helen Fuss: In loving memory of beloved father Morris 
Fuss 

 Mrs. Molly G. Isenberg: In loving memory of beloved parents 
Dora & Robert Geller 

 Sara Kaplan: In loving memory of beloved sister-in-law 
Gertrude Jalonack 

 Mrs. Estelle Karlton: In loving memory of beloved husband 
Herbert Karlton 

 Bernice Kurtz: In loving memory of beloved brother-in-law 
Robert Dorfman 

 Bernice Kurtz: In loving memory of beloved sister Frances 
Dorfman 

 Mrs. Selma Meyer: In loving memory of beloved mother Anna 
Epstein 

 Mrs. Alice Nocas: In loving memory of beloved daughter Bev-
erly Garrett 

 Harold & Janet Pottebaum: In  loving memory of beloved fa-
ther Max Singer 

 Harold & Janet Pottebaum: In loving memory of beloved aunt 
Ala Wilkenson 

 Mrs. Ruth Rosenblatt: In loving memory of beloved mother 
Sophie Shano 

 Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Sadis: In loving memory of beloved father 
Isador Pelsinger 

 Mrs. Harriet Sherman: In loving memory of beloved husband 
Allen Sherman 

 Mrs. Harriet Sherman: In loving memory of beloved parents 
Lyla & Joseph Nasater 

Misc. Donations 

 Mrs. Bess Benson: In loving memory of 
beloved son Marshall Levinson's birthday 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Claman: In memory of Marla Makler Madnick 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Claman: In memory of Renee Madnick 

 Sam & Ettie Councilman: Get Well for Molly Isenberg 

 Sam & Ettie Councilman: Herring donated for Shabbat Onegs, 
thank you 

 Sam & Ettie Councilman: In memory of Holly Laibson 

 Sam & Ettie Councilman: In memory of Jesse Stein 

 Sam & Ettie Councilman: In memory of Laura DeRoy 

 Sam & Ettie Councilman: In memory of Renee Madnick 
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For Engagements, Weddings, 
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, New Baby, 
Sympathy, Anniversaries etc. 

A donation of $5 will get the deed 
done. Please call Robin Wanger 

at 562-429-7804 or 
E-mail: RobinJWanger@cs.com 
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CSC Sisterhood Gift Shop 
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Esther & Robb 
442 E. 1st St.  

Long Beach, CA 90802  
Corner First and Linden 

(800) 248-1360 
www.flowersbyvickie.com  
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Certified Public Accountant 
Corp. Bookkeeping Services 

Tax Services 
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Quality Guaranteed! 

Call Today !! 

(562) 429- 3174 

���	
��@��	�	�����	�

5B
	��	���4	�	�	�
	
��

4	�
�����	����
	
�

A�������
��	��

A�		�5
�����	
�

Sam Fitzsimmons 
CA License # 512271 

4447 Rutgers Ave. 
Long Beach, CA 90808 

�· Professional Services 

· Air Duct Cleaning/Reducting 

· Dryer Vent Cleaning/Reducting 

· Electronic Air Cleaners 

· Electrostatic Air Cleaners 

ERIC ROOS   St. Lic.-749517 

714-738-3082 

������������������������������������������������� ���
Heating & Air Conditioning �

STAY UPDATED!!! & HELP US  
CUT COSTS 

JOIN THE CSC E-MAIL LIST!!!  

LET US KNOW YOUR E-MAIL  
ADDRESS & THAT WE CAN  
REMOVE YOU FROM OUR  

BULK MAILING LIST 

CSCLAKEWOOD@DSLEXTREME.COM 
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Mops, Paper Towels, Cleaning Solutions, etc. 
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Mike Fierstein 

714-994-6802 

7113 Pelican Dr. 

Buena Park, CA 90620 

���
���������������
�
���������������� �

 



�


��

 

EARNING MONEY  

FOR YOUTH  
AND EDUCATION 

Albertsons and Savon Drugs 
have linked  

the Community Partners 
Card to the  

Preferred Savings Card 

Sign up today 
www.albertsons.com  

School Organization  
Number  49000117813 
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Quality Carpet Maintenance 
& Floor Wax 
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We are 
the tutoring 
Specialists 

Tutoring exclusively in the comfort of your home 
Affordable, individualized, one on one 

Early reading, study and organizational skills 
All Subjects, grades Pre-K through 12 

Learning disabilities and Home School Assistance�
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Contact Us For a Complimentary In-home Consultation ! 

Give them What They Need To Achieve! 
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MORNING  MINYAN 
 

MON. & THURS. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 AM 

9:00 AM. 
E v e n i n g  M i n y a n  f o r  S h i v a  o r  Y a h r z e i t  
arranged by request �

SHABBAT SERVICES FRI 

SAT 

 7:30 PM. 

10:00 AM 

First Friday evening of the month - 6 PM  
Third Friday evening of the month - 7 PM   

Every Shabbat Morning: Chevre Torah: (Learning)  9- 10 AM �

SYNAGOGUE OFFICE HOURS Monday-Friday 9:00 AM  

3:00 PM 
A Progressive Synagogue 

Expressing the Warmth of Tradition �

 

 
 
 

 
 

Congregation Shir Chadash  
6440 Del Amo Blvd.,  

Lakewood, CA 90713 /  562-429-0715   
 E-mail: csclakewood@dslextreme.com 

Rabbi Howard O. Laibson  
Home (562) 431-1966 

Cantor Yehuda Keller  
(562) 598-0715 

Rabbi Sidney S. Guthman 
Rabbi Emeritus 562-799-4214 
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Candle  
Lighting Times  
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